Grant Street Reach Toy Drive
Seeks Donations, Volunteers_

You can help Grant Street Reach, the Monday
soup kitchen program at St. Paul's, with their
holiday Toy Drive.

It will be held Saturday, December 16, at St.
Paul's. Some donations are already in, but
organizers say they are still in need of items for
older children (11-14), especially boys. Toys,
basketballs, footballs, make-up kits, purses,
jewelry, gift cards, Broncos items — anything
helps.

You can volunteer to help in person on:

Thursday, December Hétping deliver donated
toys to the church.

Friday, December 15 around noon at church:

Volunteers will be sorting toys and bagging the

gift bags for the families that are have registered.

Saturday, December \I@lunteers help set up
starting around 7 a.m. At 9 a.m. the families start
coming to pick up their bags. People will be
coming to register, and additional toy bags will
need to be filled.

Fleece Navidad!

Again this December, we are collecting warm

Prior to the 15th, gift items can be dropped off or
sent to:

Street Reach

C/0O Kathleen Gomendi
2560 Urban Street
Lakewood, Co 80215

If you have any questions or would like to
volunteer, please contact Kim Eggleston at
sbmom33@msn.com or 303-909-9702.

Learn More: http://grantstreetreach.orqg/
donation_drives.aspx

SCKY MOUNTA
RINGERS'

sweatshirts and sweatpants for the residents of St. _
Paul Health Center Nursing Home. The Catholic part 1S rls 78 - With o
of our community has been doing this for years, and J&

now we can all participate. The residents especially b \F O N l ‘\
need large men’s sweatshirts, sizes 3X and 4X, and >
women’s sizes L and XL. There is a basket in the
back of the nave for your donations. Help make this
a warm Christmas.

Friday,

Go to our. website for tickets:
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Volunteers Needed for LFS Refugee Gift Event

By Anna Hanel

Each December, Lutheran Family Services
provides presents for newly arrived refugees
thanks to donated gifts and volunteer wrappers
and deliverers. In the past, volunteers delivered
presents directly to families’ doors, but this year,
volunteer coordinator Andrea Martires Abelenda
would like volunteers to help organize and help
families “shop” for their gifts.

The Gift Shopping event will be held at Crawford
Elementary School, (16th & Florence Street in
Aurora). Volunteers will be needed for shifts on
Saturday, December 16 between 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m., and on Sunday December 17th between
8:30 a.m.-1p.m. It would be ideal if folks could
volunteer for at least a two-hour period.

Andrea says, “Our primary role for volunteers

will be as a sort of ‘personal shopper’ for our
clients. Each client will receive a slip of paper
when they arrive with the ages/genders of their
family members and the volunteer will help them
navigate the tables with gifts for those ages/
genders. We may also have a couple volunteers
moving about the space to reorganize the qifts,
and a couple volunteers at a front check-in table
that will be finding the client’s information on a
spreadsheet and filling out cards with the age/
gender of the clients’ family members.”

That Saturday, Street Reach is hosting its present
giveaway event at our church, so | understand
some of you are already committed to helping
there. But | wanted to share information about
this event just in case anyone was interested in
joining me on Saturday for a 2-4 hour shift. Feel
free to contact me at annabhanel@gmail.com, or
303-332-8761. Thank you!

Newborns in Need Project a Success

By Maryann O'Brien

On November 11, St. Paul volunteers
held a “Baby Shower” at Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Denver to benefit
the 3,200 new babies born at Denver
Health Hospital. Thanks to everyone
who donated baby clothes, diapers,
blankets, quilts, etc. We also received
two large bags from Knitting4Peace,
which also gave us a giant bag of hats
and scarves for Street Reach. Thanks
to Lin Holly for the photographs
available on Facebook and our
Communication Wall downstairs.

Our project is continuing at Emerson
Gardens on the second and fourth
Thursday of the month (more

info below). Please contact me at
maryannobrien88@comcast.net if you
have any questions.

December 2017
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Nationwide showing of The Sultan and the Saint

By Carolyn Swenson

The Sultan and Saint tells one of the great, lost
stories from history set in a period of East-

West conflict. It is the story of two men of faith
searching for common understanding and peace
during the time known as the Crusades: Francis
of Assisi and the Sultan of Egypt. The meeting of
these two men changed history and their story
could not be more timely.

The film not only reenacts the story of Francis of
Assisi and the Sultan, it also includes interviews
with Muslim and Franciscan scholars, historians
and even a neuroscientist who speaks to the
positive effects of reconciliation and peace-
making on the human brain! The film is narrated
by Jeremy Irons.

Unity Productions Foundation (UPF) released
The Sultan and the Saint in 2016. UPF is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to countering
bigotry and creating peace through the media.
They produce films aimed at increasing

understanding among people of different faiths
and cultures, especially among Muslims and
other faiths. Over the past year, The Sultan and
the Saint has premiered around the country and
now it will be broadcast on PBS on Tuesday
evening December 26. The Franciscan Action
Network —a U.S. organization of religious and
lay Franciscans — and UPF have joined together
to promote film viewing parties around the
country.

Hosts can register their viewing party and
receive materials to help facilitate discussion
after the film. | am working with a Muslim friend
to organize a viewing party in the Denver area
and you are invited to attend! Perhaps others
from the St. Paul community would also like to
host a viewing party.

Please help spread the word about this
important film. Check PBS.org for exact times
around the country. Contact Carolyn Swenson at
303-748-0759 or cjswensonb7@gmail.com if you
are interested in hosting or attending.

Keeping in Touch




THEATRE &
THEOLOGY

ZOEY’S
PERFECT

WEDDING

Our next play is a comedy entitled Zoey’s Perfect
Wedding. The blushing bride. The touching

toast. The celebration of true love. These are
dreams of Zoey’s big day ... and the opposite

of whatitis turning out to be. Disaster after
disaster follow her down the aisle, from brutally
honest boozy speeches to a totally incompetent
wedding planner. Even worse, her friends are too
preoccupied with their own relationship woes to
help with the wreckage around them. Like a car
crash you can’t look away from, watch in awe as this
wildly funny fiasco destroys her expectations with
the realities of commitment, fidelity and growing up.

This play will be seen in the Space Theatre at 6
p.m. on January 30, 2018. Please stay after the
performance for Pastor Bollman’s theological
discussion of the play with the cast. The
reservation deadline is January 9. A ticket costs
$35 made payable to The Rocky Mountain Synod.
Note on check: T&T —Zoey’s Perfect Wedding — St.
Paul ELCA. Mail check to Dorothy Stenman; 818
Logan Street #1203; Denver, CO 80203-3125.

December 2017

Holiday Lunch
Bunch Meets at
Flatirons Crossing

On Thursday, December 5th at noon, the St.
Paul Lunch Bunch is celebrating the season
at The Village Tavern, 1 West Flatirons
Crossing Drive, Suite 1001 in Broomfield.
Whether your appetite runs to baked brie or
sautéed collard greens, the Village Tavern
has it all, not to mention half-price martinis!
What'’s not to like? Call Janice Ahrendt at
303 448-6045 to reserve a spot.

Book Talk

Book Talk’s next selection is
Nobody’s Fool by Richard
Russo. We will meet at Bonnie
Carlson’s home, 480 S Marion
Pkwy #1206A on Tuesday,
December 5 at 7 pm. Questions,
call Bonnie at 303-722-9892.

All are welcome.



Sunda Monda Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursda Frida Saturda
1 2

7pm St Paul Choir 5pm Catholic
rehearsal Mass

Advent 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1-5pm Street

9:15am Adult Forum Reach 6:30pm Advent
10:30am Lutheran Worship 6pm Rocky Vespers (House
11:45am Coffee Mountain 5pm Transition for All Sinners 7pm St Paul Choir 5pm Catholic
4pm Columbine Chorale concert Ringers Team and Saints) rehearsal Mass

Advent2 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

1-5pm Street 5pm Transition

9:15am Adult Forum Reach Team 9am Street Reach
10:30am Lutheran Worship 6pm Rocky 6:30pm 7:30pm Rocky toy drive
11:45am Coffee Mountain Congregational  6:30pm St. Lucia  7pm St Paul Choir Mountain 5pm Catholic
4pm Ars Nova Singers concert Ringers Council Advent rehearsal Ringers concert Mass

Advent 3 17 18 19 20 21 22 Advent 4 23
9:15am Adult Forum 9am 7pm St Paul
10:30am Lutheran Worship 6:30pm Advent Choir dress
11:45am Coffee Vespers (House rehearsal
3pm St. Martin's Chamber Choir 1-5pm Street 5pm Transition for All Sinners 7pm St Paul Choir 5pm Catholic

concert Reach Team and Saints) rehearsal Mass

Christmas Eve 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

No morning worship 10:30am

4pm Family worship Christmas Day

7pm Christmas Eve worship mass

10:30pm Prelude 1-5pm Street 5pm Transition 5pm Catholic
11pm Christmas Eve worship Reach Team Mass

Christmas 1 31

9:15am Adult Forum
10:30am Lutheran Worship
11:45am Coffee



