The Augsburg Confession – German Text – Article IX: Baptism
[VII. Concerning the Church]
It is also taught that at all times there must be and remain one holy, Christian church.  It is the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel.
For this is enough for the true unity of the Christian church that there the gospel is preached harmoniously according to a pure understanding and the sacraments are administered in conformity with the divine Word.  It is not necessary of the true unit of the Christian church that uniform ceremonies, instituted by human beings, be observed everywhere.  As Paul says in Ephesians 4[:4-5]: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”

[VIII. What is the Church?]
Likewise, although the Christian church is properly speaking, nothing else than the assembly of all believers and saints, yet because in this life many false Christians, hypocrites, and even public sinners remain among the righteous, the sacraments-even though administered by unrighteous priests-are efficacious all the same.  For as Christ himself indicates [Matt 23:2-3]: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat…”
Condemned, therefore, are the Donatists and all others who hold a different view.
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[VII. Concerning the Church]
Likewise, they teach that one holy church will remain forever.  The church is the assembly of saints in which the gospel is taught purely and the sacraments are administered rightly.  And it is enough for the true unity of the church to agree concerning the teaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments.  It is not necessary that human traditions, rites or ceremonies instituted by human beings be alike everywhere.  As Paul says [Eph. 4:5-6]: “one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all…”
[VIII. What Is the Church?]
Although the church is, properly speaking, the assembly of saints and those who truly believe, nevertheless, because in this life many hypocrites and evil people are mixed in with them, a person may use the sacraments even when they are administered by evil people.  This accords with the saying of Christ [Matt. 23:2]: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat…”  Both the sacraments and the Word are efficacious because of the ordinance and command of Christ, even when offered by evil people.  They condemn the Donatists and other like them who have denied that the ministry of evil people may be used in the church and who have thought that the ministry of evil people is useless and ineffective.

