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October 21st, 2014


Dear Partners in Ministry at St. Paul,
	
It’s that time of year – yes, the Christmas decorations and merchandise are already strewn throughout your local shopping area. And yes, it certainly does seem to get earlier and earlier year by year.

It’s also the time of year where we join together in making our pledges of time and money to the ministry we share at St. Paul. Enclosed with this note are four items: a homily regarding how each of us shares in the responsibility of telling people about our unique ministry; a homily regarding how we understand stewardship of our dollars; a folder in which to make your pledge of time and money for the spread of the Gospel at St. Paul; and a stamped pre-addressed return envelope.

Let’s get right to the point: our dollars are absolutely vital to sustaining the ministry that is ours together at St. Paul. But we don’t wish merely to maintain the status quo! Because we have received some generous gifts that have enabled us to eliminate all our mortgage debts, now is the time for us to start strengthening and expanding our ministry in the city for good. Most of you know that we have a large population of young children, their parents, and their care-givers. Our dream is that we establish and cultivate a significant ministry to and with young children and young families, and young singles. This can’t happen, however, unless we all pull together and increase our pledges of money and time. These folks are the future of St. Paul, and if we do indeed desire to remain in the city for good, we must grow these new generations of leaders.

We could go on and on about the significant ministries we share at St. Paul – and you know how the both of us could go on and on – but we would rather you spend some time reading the enclosed homilies. We ask you then to consider prayerfully your commitment to our unique, profoundly ecumenical community. Only after you have entered into a time of prayerfulness do we ask you to turn to your pledge card, and buoyed by faith and hope, make your pledge of time and money that we may indeed strengthen and extend our shared ministry. You may then return your pledge in the accompanying, pre-addressed, stamped envelope. 

With great thanks for you all from your Pastors Kevin and Don,





The Rev. Fr. Kevin R. Maly, ELCA 
The Rev. Fr. Donald F. Sutton
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